
SAME SPOT, SAME CAMERA

Boxes are drawn to scale for a full-frame camera. A 200mm lens takes in about a fourteenth of the width a 14mm lens does, and
roughly one two-hundredth of the area. Illustrative only: the photograph was taken on one lens and cropped. Photograph by
Philip Mowbray.

READING THE NUMBERS

14mm · 114°

24mm · 84°

35mm · 63°

50mm · 47°

85mm · 29°

200mm · 12°



Fujifilm XF

BRAND AND MOUNT

16–55mm

FOCAL LENGTH

f/2.8

MAXIMUM APERTURE

R LM WR

RANGE AND EXTRAS

So Fujifilm XF 16–55mm f/2.8 R LM WR reads as: a Fujifilm X-mount lens that zooms from wide to short telephoto (16-55mm),
lets a lot of light in, and is sealed against weather.

ONE MORE DISTINCTION

fixed

moves

Every category that follows comes in both forms.

WIDEST TO LONGEST

HOW TO READ EACH ENTRY

angle of view
what the lens covers

8 – 15mm

the lens

angle of view 180°

BEST FOR

e.g. Canon EF 8–15mm f/4L
Fisheye

14 – 24mm

the lens

angle of view 84 – 114°

BEST FOR

e.g. Sony FE 16–35mm f/2.8 GM

24 – 35mm

the lens

angle of view 63 – 84°

BEST FOR

e.g. Sigma 24mm f/1.4 DG DN Art

40 – 58mm

the lens

angle of view 41 – 57°

BEST FOR

e.g. Nikon Z 50mm f/1.8 S



85 – 105mm

the lens

angle of view 23 – 29°

BEST FOR

e.g. Sony FE 85mm f/1.8

100 – 200mm

the lens

angle of view 12 – 24°

BEST FOR

e.g. Canon RF 70–200mm f/2.8L IS
USM

300 – 800mm

the lens

angle of view 3 – 8°

BEST FOR

e.g. Nikon Z 600mm f/6.3 VR S

DEFINED BY WHAT THEY DO, NOT THEIR LENGTH

50 – 105mm typical

the lens

angle of view 23 – 47°

BEST FOR

e.g. Sigma 105mm f/2.8 DG DN
Macro

17 – 90mm

the lens

angle of view 27 – 104°

BEST FOR

e.g. Canon TS-E 24mm f/3.5L II

18 – 400mm

the lens

angle of view 6 – 100°

BEST FOR

e.g. Tamron 18–400mm f/3.5–6.3
Di II VC

24 – 45mm

the lens

angle of view 51 – 84°

BEST FOR

e.g. Fujifilm XF 27mm f/2.8 R WR

Notes: Angles are diagonal field of view on full frame. Ranges are conventional, not fixed: categories overlap at the edges.
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